Appendix

Dawvid Friezenhausen’s Sabbath Zemirah in Praise of the Solar System
From Mosdot Tevel (Wien, 1820)

Translated by: Jeremy Brown
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From the holy quarry, the source of wisdom God sent us the beloved of our souls

Not only ro look upon your deeds on the earth did you put an eye in our head

But also to observe the sky above, during the night of our watching

Then knowing eyes will not be satisfied, just like the eye is not satisfied to look at the material of our body
On this Sabbath and day of rest, we lift up our hearts to the creator of everything.
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Yet this earth will tell and recount the great works of your hands

The mountains and everlasting hills, the seas and its waves will tell of your glory
Precious stones, large and small vegetation will express your glory

The wild animals of the forest, livestock, small creatures and birds will reveal your secrets
On this Sabbath and day of rest, my soul will rest in order to be saturated with your love
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Surely if we open our eyes to the heavens with wisdom and knowledge

Then our lips will be filled with laughter and our tongues with praise and song in great multiples

We will know for certain that God’s kindness is abundant at every corner, like the water that covers the sea
And because God did wonders with us to enable us to know this we will bless him without slacking

On this Sabbath and day of rest, He will be sanctified by all peoples.
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From the depths of my lowly position, from a dark and gloomy land, I will stand up and awaken

I will give honor to the Lord our God, who called forth the world from nothing and measured it

Ewery clever person, every person with a voice will elevate Him and make Him great together with me, and I will not be alone
With fear and trembling we will wake up, in fear and fright we will gather together as a unit

On this Sabbath and day of rest, no person should leave bis place and walk away
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I awoke at dawn and looked around, in the morning I will look on your deeds on the earth

Your deeds and all that results are for the enjoyment of mankind, and of all the creatures that have life

But had you not commanded the sun to shine from the east, to pour a wholesome blessing on them

Then quickly all vegetation would wither and return to dust dried out, and the land would be a desolate wilderness
On this Sabbath and day of rest, every knee will bow down in front of you
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The sun will squeeze sweet waters from the bitter sea by her warmth, it will send these waters with wind and storm
It will push into the clouds plentiful rain; It will pour out drops of water on the land

To quench its thirst and to grow plant, it will bring down precious thing sfrain] to bring forth fruit

For this our mouths will praise Go, and in the midst of many nations we will praise Him

On this Sabbath and day of rest, I will praise Him with my tongue and my lips will make Him great
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In an instant [the sun] will spread charity to those near and far, and its wings will cure manry people
Establish peace between nations that God created on each of its planets

Radiate great abundance here and there in order to provide for her army each day

We, like them, praise and elevate God, our Maker and its Maker

On this Sabbath and day of rest, the land and all its inbabitants will sing to God
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Beauty was poured on the face of the sun; you are beauntiful, nothing is like you

The third planet, the joy that is Earth; Mercury and Venus are happy in front of you
Mars, Ze’iri and Pila’i [Ceres and Pallas] will turn to you and be bappy in glorifying you
Jupiter, Saturn and Timna’i [Uranus] will laugh at your embroidered garments

On this Sabbath and day of rest, these tranquil planets will sing to your creator
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My sisters, a young dove will not say haughty things about you preceding us [in creation]

For the hand of the creator also spanned [the heavens for us] on the very day that He brought you forth
The finger of God showed us our way At the instant in which He showed you your way

Although we were hidden because of the blindness of people our greatness is as great as is yours

On this Sabbath and day of rest, we acknowledge our creator as do you
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These planets and their moons with power and happiness will dance a dance in front of you

They will orbit around you to see your front and back, to be illuminated with your brightness

Without you all would be dark and the shadow of death; without you joy would be darkened

Everything would be covered with ice and frost, were it not for the warmth that comes down with your power
On this Sabbath and day of rest, I will sing to God about your greatness
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Besides these [planets] you capture many beautiful comets in your net

Your left hand will distance them and your right hand will draw them close, they return straight
They also run in their own way to circle you; their face is tuned towards your face

When they leave they go backwards, and in their pride they bide and do not reveal themselves
On this Sabbath and day of rest, we will thank God as the sailors in their boats
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You are in control! Give honor to the Lord of hosts; He made you govern many nations
Sing to the praise of God who made you the provider of life on other planets

Sing to Him a new song, play instruments out loud; don’t be silent for a whole day

All the army of your government who follow your light, will be associated with you forever
On the Sabbath and day of rest, we will rejoice, for it is the best of day
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For in six days He created not only you and your army and offspring

But also your friends and their offspring and inbabitants, too many to be counted

He also created and made and took of the highest sanctity the honor of bis palace that be built
Some are for the honor of bis throne and the glory of his chariots, and some are for bis footstool
On this Sabbath and day of rest, with the Seraphim we will raise a voice of singing and happiness
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He completed His work on the seventh day, that He had created from nothing, and said to them “multiply”

I will watch over you, that you will not return to nothing, but you should also gnard yourselves

And this day on which I stopped my work, [ will bless and make holy in order that all creatures of the world in order that they remember
That everything was made by my hands, and they should trust and look to me

On this Sabbath and day of rest, with the Ophanim they will make me glorious
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So when God appeared on Mount Sinai, in order to bring down a fiery law to His treasured nation

He commanded them to rest of the seventh day, every person, with his animal, manservant and maidservant
In order that his soul will rest and rejoice, with the knowledge of God’s creation and greatness

You will honor and bless God with good food and wine, for his kindness and good deeds

On this Sabbath and day of rest, with his holy Hayot we will express His mighty acts. (R
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