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ʥʷʤ ʡʶʧʮʮʣʮ ʹʮʧʤ ʸʥʷʫʤʮ1  ʸʷʩ ʺʧʬʹ ʣʥʤʩʰʥʰʹʴ 
ʣʡʬ ʵʸʠʤ ʬʲ ʠʬʤ ʬʸʠʥʩʹʲʮ ʺʪ ʲ ʺʺʰʩ ʯʡʥʰʹʠʸ 
ʲʩʷʸ ʨʩʡʤʬ ʭʠ ʩʫ ʬʲʮʮ ʭʩʮʹʤ, ʠ ʬʩʬʹʸʮʺʥʥʰ2 
ʺ ʠʬ ʺʲʣ ʩʰʩʲ ʦʠʹʤʰʲʡ3  ʲʡʹʺ ʠʬ ʸʹʠʫ ʯʩʲʸʴʲ ʢʥʰʺʥʩʥ 

ʤʧʥʰʮʤʥ ʯʥʺʡʹʤ ʭʥʩʡ ʤʦʤ,  ʠʹʰʡʬ ʺʠ ʬʫʤ ʸʶʥʩʬʰʡʥ4: 
 

From the holy quarry, the source of wisdom God sent us the beloved of our souls 
Not only to look upon your deeds on the earth did you put an eye in our head 
But also to observe the sky above, during the night of our watching 
Then knowing eyes will not be satisfied, just like the eye is not satisfied to look at the material of our body 
On this Sabbath and day of rest, we lift up our hearts to the creator of everything. 

 
ʺʠʦʤ ʤʮʣʠʤ ʭʰʮʠ ʢʢ ʣʩʢʺʥ ʸʮʠʺ ʠʩʤ ʭʣ ʬʮʩʹʲ ʪʩʣʩ 
ʭʬʥʲ ʺʥʲʡʢʥ ʭʩʸʤʤ5, ʤʩʡʹʮʥ ʭʩʮʭʤʩʸ6 ʴʱʮʣʥʡʫ ʭʩʸʪ7 

ʠʡʩʰ ʸʷʩ ,ʶʨʷ ʤʣʹʤ ʧʮʰʢ ʭʲ ʭʩʬʥʣʩ ʭʩʡʥʤ ʥʲʩʪʣ 
ʧʸʲʩ ʥʺʩ ,ʤʮʤʡ  ʸʥʴʶ ʬʫ ʣʲ ʹʮʸʥʫʳʰ , ʥʬʢʩʪʣʥʱ8 

ʤʧʥʰʮʤʥ ʯʥʺʡʹʤ ʭʥʩʡ ʤʦʤ  ʹʴʰʺ ʩʹʴʰ ʺʥʸʬʪʣʥʣʡ: 
 

Yet this earth will tell and recount the great works of your hands 
The mountains and everlasting hills, the seas and its waves will tell of your glory 
Precious stones, large and small vegetation will express your glory 
The wild animals of the forest, livestock, small creatures and birds will reveal your secrets 
On this Sabbath and day of rest, my soul will rest in order to be saturated with your love 

 
ʠʯʫ ! ʭʠʹʤʡʬʫ ʥʺʲʣ9 ʰʴʩʲ ʧʷʰʥʰ ,ʬʮʭʩʮʹ ʩʮʥʸ 
ʠʮʩ ʦ ʷʥʧʹ ʥʰʩʴ ʠʬʬʥʰʰʥʹ ʥʺʤʬʤ10 ʥʸʤʰ ʩʬʴʫʡ ʫʴʭʩʬ 

 ʲʣʰʰʥʡʸ ʩʫ ʤʰʮʠ ʩʣʱʧ ʣʥʤʩ ʫʡ ʬʰʴ ʤʫʮ ʭʩʬ ʺʥʱʫʩʭ11  
ʤ ʩʫ ʬʲʥʴʥʰʮʲ ʺʥʹʲʬ ʠʩʬ12 ʺʠʦ ʺʲʣʬ ,ʰʡʸ ʥʤʫʡʭʬʺʬʶʲ ʩʬ13 

ʤʧʥʰʮʤʥ ʯʥʺʡʹʤ ʭʥʩʡ ʤʦʤ, ʣʷʺʩʺʴʹ ʬʫʮ ʹʩʭ: 
 

Surely if we open our eyes to the heavens with wisdom and knowledge  
Then our lips will be filled with laughter and our tongues with praise and song in great multiples 
We will know for certain that God’s kindness is abundant at every corner, like the water that covers the sea 
And because God did wonders with us to enable us to know this we will bless him without slacking 
On this Sabbath and day of rest, He will be sanctified by all peoples. 

 



2  : H̙akirah, the Flatbush Journal of Jewish Law and Thought 
 

 ʷʮʥʲʮʹʩʡʶʮ ʬʴ ,ʧ ʵʸʠʮʹʥʫʤʬʴʠʥ ʤ14 , ʠʥ ʭʥʷʠʺʥʲʸʣ 
ʤʩʬ ʣʥʡʫ ʯʺʠʣʥ ʬʠʷʥʰʩ15 ʠʮ ʬʡʺ ʠʸʥʷʴʸʣʥʮʩʥ ʱ16 

 ʹʩʠ ʬʫʺʥʡʰʯʥʸʢ ʬʲʡ ʬʫ ʤ, ʢʣʥʡʠ ʠʬʥ ʩʺʠ ʥʤʥʮʮʥʸʥ ʥʤʥʬʸʣ 
ʡʤʣʲʸʥ ʬʩʧ17 ʸʸʥʲʺʰ, ʡ ʣʧʴʤʣʸʧʥ ʺʰ ʥʩʣʧʩ ʵʡʷʢʺʰʥʥʣʣ 

ʤʧʥʰʮʤʥ ʯʥʺʡʹʤ ʭʥʩʡ ʤʦʤ ʠʬ ʥʮʥʷʮʮ ʹʩʠʤ ʠʶʩ18 ʸʣʥʰʺʩʥ: 
 

From the depths of my lowly position, from a dark and gloomy land, I will stand up and awaken 
I will give honor to the Lord our God, who called forth the world from nothing and measured it 
Every clever person, every person with a voice will elevate Him and make Him great together with me, and I will not be alone 
With fear and trembling we will wake up, in fear and fright we will gather together as a unit 
On this Sabbath and day of rest, no person should leave his place and walk away 

 
ʸʧʹ ʷ ʠʸʠʥ ʩʺʮʥʡʩʡʱʺʩ ,ʥʡ ʨʩʡʠ ʸʷ ʪʩʬʲʴʤʮʣʠ ʩʬʲ 
ʠʶ ʯʤʫ ʤʩʠʶʬ ʭʬʲʥʰʠ ʢʣʭ,  ʸʹʠʥʡʥʸ ʥʴʠʧ ʹʰʥʤʮ 

ʹʤ ʺʩʥʶ ʠʬʥʬ ʬʡʠʮʮʮ ʹʸʦʧ ʷʩʸʤʬ ʩʬʲʤ ʭʫʸʡ ʤʤʮʩʮʺ 
ʮ ʸʴʲʬʥ ʥʬʥʡʩ ʤʸʤʥʡʥʹʩʯ ʬʮʩʥʥ19, ʠʤʥʮ ʵʸʡʣʤʮʮʹ ʸ20  

 ʯʥʺʡʹʤ ʭʥʩʡʧʥʰʮʤʥ ʤʦʤʤ ʫʺʴʬ ʲʸʰʩʪ ʫ ʬʸʡʪ21 ʥʷʥʤʮ: 
 

I awoke at dawn and looked around, in the morning I will look on your deeds on the earth 
Your deeds and all that results are for the enjoyment of mankind, and of all the creatures that have life  
But had you not commanded the sun to shine from the east, to pour a wholesome blessing on them  
Then quickly all vegetation would wither and return to dust dried out, and the land would be a desolate wilderness 
On this Sabbath and day of rest, every knee will bow down in front of you 

 
ʣʩʠ22  ʭʩʤ ʸʮʮ ʷʥʺʮʺ ʵʮʧʡʮʺʤ, ʩʡʥʸ ʣʱ ʧʲʸʥʰʧʬʹʺ ʤ 

 ʭʹʢʺʥʡʣʰ23 ʡʤ ʡʲʲʳʩʰʺ ʯʰ, ʠ ʩʬʲʸ ʵʡʩʬʢʠ24 ʮʩʥʰʫʴʹʺ ʭ 
ʧʮʶ ʧʩʮʶʤʬ ʤʰʥʠʮʶ ʺʥʸʬʤ ʢʮ ʠʩʶʥʤʬʥʣʺʥʰ25 ʥʺʣʩʸʥʰ 

 ʬʲʫʺʥʬʤʺ ʯ ʤʩʩ ʣʥʥʰʩʴ ʸʡʣ,26 ʸ ʭʩʮʲ ʡʸʷʡʥʡ ʭʩʰʥʰʬʬʤ 
 ʯʥʺʡʹʤ ʭʥʩʡʤʦʤ ʤʧʥʰʮʤʥ  ʥʤʮʮʥʸʠʡʥ ʯʥʹʬʡʢʠ ʩʴʣʰʬʥ27:  

The sun will squeeze sweet waters from the bitter sea by her warmth, it will send these waters with wind and storm 
It will push into the clouds plentiful rain; It will pour out drops of water on the land 
To quench its thirst and to grow plant, it will bring down precious thing s[rain] to bring forth fruit 
For this our mouths will praise Go, and in the midst of many nations we will praise Him 
On this Sabbath and day of rest, I will praise Him with my tongue and my lips will make Him great 

 
ʺ ʲʢʸʡʤʸʦ ʭʩʷʥʧʸʥ ʭʩʡʥʸʷʬ ʤʷʣʶ, ʸʺʥ ʤʠʡʶ ʠʴʤʩʴʰʫʡ28  

ʺʭʥʬʹ ʺʥʴʹ29  ʸʹʠ ʭʲʥ ʭʲʬʠʸʡ ʭʩʷʬʠ, ʤʩʺʥʰʡ ʺʧʠ ʺʧʠ ʬʲ 
ʥ ʤʰʤ ʡʸ ʲʴʹ ʲʩʴʹʺʤʤʰ, ʬ ʭʥʩ ʭʥʩʫʬʫ ʬʫʢ ʬʣʥʣʤʩʺʥ 

 ʥʰʥʮʫʫʥʮʤʥʤʩʬ ʭʮʥʸʬʥ ʸʠʴʬ ʭʣ ʸʶʥʩʰ ʥʥʤʸʶʥʩ 
ʡ ʯʥʺʡʹʤ ʭʥʩʤʦʤ ʤʧʥʰʮʤʥ ʥ ʵʸʠ ʥʬ ʸʮʦʺʤʤʩʡʹʥʩ ʯʥʮ:  

In an instant [the sun] will spread charity to those near and far, and its wings will cure many people 
Establish peace between nations that God created on each of its planets 
Radiate great abundance here and there in order to provide for her army each day 
We, like them, praise and elevate God, our Maker and its Maker 
On this Sabbath and day of rest, the land and all its inhabitants will sing to God 



Appendex: David Friezenhausen’s Sabbath Zemirah in Praise of the Solar System  :  3 
 

ʴ ʬʲ ʯʧ ʷʶʤ ʺʥʰʡ ʺʡʸʩʰʪ, ʺʩʴʩʴʩ30 ʤʰʬʫʡ ʤʮʥʣ ʯʩʠ 
ʵʸʠʤ ʹʥʹʮ31 ʺʥʰʡʡ ʤʩʹʩʬʹʩʪ, ʫʫʰʥ ʡʢʥʤ ʪʣʢʰ ʤʰʧʮʹʺ 

ʩʠʬʴʥ ʩʸʩʲʦ ʭʩʣʠʮ, ʬʥ ʤʰʩʰʴʺ ʪʩʬʠʪʸʣʤ ʬʢʺʰʤ 
ʶʮʺʥ ʩʠʺʡʹ ʷʣʩʠʰʩ ʪʺʮʷʸ ʩʣʢʡ ʺʸʠʴʺʬ32 ʷʧʶʺʤʰ 

ʤʥʧ ʤʧʥʰʮʤʥ ʯʥʺʡʹʤ ʭʥʩʡ, ʠʹ ʺʥʰʡʰʺʥʰ33 ʤʰʰʸʺ ʪʠʸʥʡʬ:  
Beauty was poured on the face of the sun; you are beautiful, nothing is like you 
The third planet, the joy that is Earth; Mercury and Venus are happy in front of you 
Mars, Ze’iri and Pila’i [Ceres and Pallas] will turn to you and be happy in glorifying you 
Jupiter, Saturn and Timna’i [Uranus] will laugh at your embroidered garments 
On this Sabbath and day of rest, these tranquil planets will sing to your creator 
 

ʩʺʥʩʧʠ !ʸʮʠʺ  ʭʢ ʤʰʥʩʶʤʸʩʲ ʺʥʤʡʢ ʠʬ ʤʰʸʡʣʺ34 ʲʯʫʺʮʣʷ  ʬ 
 ʥʰʺʥʠ ʭʢʣʩ ʨ ʸʶʥʩʴʤʧ35 ʶʲʡʠ ʤʠʩʶʥʤ ʠʥʤʤ ʭʥʩʤ ʭʫʺʯ 
ʬʠ ʲʡʶʠʷʮ ʭʩʱʥʰʠʸʤ ʥʰʺʬ, ʡʤʠʸʤ ʲʢʸ ʮʱʬʯʫʺ ʩʬʠʫʯ 

ʠ ʯʩʲʺʥʸʥʲʮ ʭʠʣʰ ʭʱʺ ʥʰʺʸʢ ʥʰʺʬʣʹʧʫ ʤʡʥʢʬʣʺʯʫ 
ʡ ʤʦʤ ʤʧʥʰʮʤʥ ʯʥʺʡʹʤ ʭʥʩʰʠʧʸʶʥʩ ʸʩʫʰ ʥʰʰʯʫʥʮʫ ʥ:  

My sisters, a young dove will not say haughty things about you preceding us [in creation] 
For the hand of the creator also spanned [the heavens for us] on the very day that He brought you forth 
The finger of God showed us our way At the instant in which He showed you your way 
Although we were hidden because of the blindness of people our greatness is as great as is yours 
On this Sabbath and day of rest, we acknowledge our creator as do you 
 

ʩʤ ʯʤʩʺʥʰʡʥ ʤʬʠʸ ʭʩʧʡʥ ʦʥʲʣʧʤʥ ,ʡʺ ʬʥʧʮʸʷʣʥʪʺʠʸʷʬ ʤʰ 
ʶʺ ʪʺʡʩʡʱ ʪʸʥʧʠʥ ʪʩʰʴ ʺʥʠʸʬʣʲ ʸʠʤʬ ʤʰʪʺʲʴʩʡ 

 ʪʣʲʬʡʥʮʬʶʥ ʪʹʧʺ36 ʤʰʩʩʤʺ, ʲ ʤʧʮʹʸʤʡ37 ʬʦ ʥʮʪʺʬ 
ʥ ʠʸʥʰʤ ʧʸʷʫʥʮʩʱʫʩ ʸʥʴ  ʥʮʺʮʧʤ ʩʬʥʬʢʡ ʪʺʸʥʡ 

ʡʤʦʤ ʤʧʥʰʮʤʥ ʯʥʺʡʹʤ ʭʥʩ,  ʡʥʸ ʬʲ ʣʥʤʩʬ ʸʩʹʠʣʢʪʺʬ:  
These planets and their moons with power and happiness will dance a dance in front of you 
They will orbit around you to see your front and back, to be illuminated with your brightness 
Without you all would be dark and the shadow of death; without you joy would be darkened 
Everything would be covered with ice and frost, were it not for the warmth that comes down with your power 
On this Sabbath and day of rest, I will sing to God about your greatness  

 ʤʬʠ ʺʬʥʦʪʫʹʥʮʡ, ʪʺʹʸʡ ʪʬ ʺʴʨʧ38,  ʺʥʡʸ ʺʥʰʡ ʣʥʲʴʩ ʤʴʺʥʩ 
ʡʥʮʺʷʧʸʤ ʬʠʮʹ, ʥʮʺʡʸʷ ʯʮʩʡʥ,39 ʺʥʩʮʮʥʷ ʤʰʫʬʺʥ40 
ʡʯʺʥʬʢʲʮ41 ʤʮʤ ʭʢ ʤʰʶʥʸʺ, ʪʺʥʠ ʡʱʬ ,ʺʥʩʩʰʴ ʪʩʰʴʬ ʯʤʩʰʴ 
ʡʤʰʠʶʺ ʺʩʰʸʥʧʠ ʯʺʠʶ ,ʺ ʯʺʥʠʢʡʥʱʺʸʺʺʥʩʬʢ ʩʬʡʮ ʤʰ 

ʤʦʤ ʤʧʥʰʮʤʥ ʯʥʺʡʹʤ ʭʥʩʡ, ʺʥʩʰʠʡ ʭʩʤ ʩʣʸʥʩʫ ʬʠ ʤʣʥʰ42:  
Besides these [planets] you capture many beautiful comets in your net 
Your left hand will distance them and your right hand will draw them close, they return straight 
They also run in their own way to circle you; their face is tuned towards your face 
When they leave they go backwards, and in their pride they hide and do not reveal themselves 
On this Sabbath and day of rest, we will thank God as the sailors in their boats 



4  : H̙akirah, the Flatbush Journal of Jewish Law and Thought 
 

ʨʬʹ ʺʠʺ !ʰʺʣʥʡʫ ʩ43 ʺʥʠʡʶ ʣʥʤʩʬ, ʬʲ ʪʬʩʹʮʤ ʭʩʮʲ ʭʩʡʸ 
ʦʯʥʩʬʲ ʥʮʹʬ ʩʸʮ44 ʬʫʮ ʪʺʥʠ ʭʹʤʫʺʬ, ʭʩʮʠʬ ʭʩʮʠʬʮ ʭʩʮʥʶʲ 

ʡ ʯʢʰ ʩʡʩʨʤ ʹʣʤ ʸʩʹ ʥʬ ʩʸʩʹʺʸʥʤʲ,45 ʭʩʮʺ ʭʥʩ ʭʥʣʺ ʠʬʥ 
ʪʺʬʹʮʮ ʩʡʹʩ ʠʡʶ ʬʫʥ ,ʪʸʥʠʬ ʭʩʫʬʥʤʤ, ʭʩʮʬʥʲʬ ʥʲʸʺʩ ʪʺʠ 

ʤʦʤ ʤʧʥʰʮʤʥ ʯʥʺʡʹʤ ʭʥʩʡ ,ʰʮ ʠʥʤ ʩʫ ʤʬʩʢʧʡʭʩʮʩʤ ʸ:  
You are in control! Give honor to the Lord of hosts; He made you govern many nations 
Sing to the praise of God who made you the provider of life on other planets  
Sing to Him a new song, play instruments out loud; don’t be silent for a whole day 
All the army of your government who follow your light, will be associated with you forever 
On the Sabbath and day of rest, we will rejoice, for it is the best of day  

ʩʫ ʡʤʹʲ ʭʩʮʩ ʺʹʹ,46  ʭʤʩʠʶʠʶʥ ʪʠʡʶʥ ʪʺʥʠ ʠʬʤʰʣʡʬ 
ʫʩʲʸ ʭʢ ʭʠ ʩ ʪʩʺʩʡʹʥʩ ʭʲ ʯʤʩʺʥʰʡʥʯʤ, ʤʰʮ ʩʮ ʡʸ ʯʥʮʤ47 
ʢʭʢ ʠʸʡʥ ʸʶʩ ʭ ʯʥʩʬʲ ʩʹʥʣʷ ʬʩʶʠʤ, ʤʰʡ ʸʹʠ ʥʬʫʩʤ ʣʥʡʫ 

ʥʺʡʫʸʮ ʺʸʠʴʺʬʥ ʥʠʱʫ ʣʥʤʬ ʤʬʠ ,ʥʩʬʢʸ ʭʥʣʤʬ ʤʬʠʥ48 ʤʰʷ 
ʤʦʤ ʤʧʥʰʮʤʥ ʯʥʺʡʹʤ ʭʥʩʡ, ʭʩʴʸʹ ʭʲ49 ʤʬʤʶ ʬʥʷ ʥʠʹʰ ʤʰʸʥ:50  

For in six days He created not only you and your army and offspring 
But also your friends and their offspring and inhabitants, too many to be counted 
He also created and made and took of the highest sanctity the honor of his palace that he built 
Some are for the honor of his throne and the glory of his chariots, and some are for his footstool 
On this Sabbath and day of rest, with the Seraphim we will raise a voice of singing and happiness 

 
ʥʺʫʠʬʮ ʤʬʫ ʩʲʩʡʹʤ ʭʥʩʡ,51 ʱʴʠʮ ʠʸʡ ʸʹʠ , ʸʮʠʩʥʥʸʴ ʭʤʬ52 

ʥʡʥʹʺ ʠʬ ʯʩʠʬʥ ʭʤʩʬʲ ʧʩʢʹʠ ʩʰʠʥ, ʥʸʮʹ ʭʫʹʴʰ ʭʺʠ ʭʢʥ 
 ʭʥʩʤʥʦʤʩʺʫʠʬʮʮ ʺʥʡʹʠ ʥʡ ʸʹʠ ʤ, ʹʣʷʠʥ ʪʸʡʠ53 ʯʲʮʬ  ʥʸʫʦʩ 

ʭʬʥʲ ʩʸʥʶʩ ʬʫ, ʤʺʹʲ ʩʣʩ ʬʫʤ ʩʫ,54  ʥʸʡʹʩ ʩʬʥ ʥʧʨʡʩ ʩʡʥ 
ʡʤʦʤ ʤʧʥʰʮʤʥ ʯʥʺʡʹʤ ʭʥʩ, ʭʩʰʴʥʠʤ ʭʲ55 ʩʺʥʠ ʥʸʩʣʠʩ:  

He completed His work on the seventh day, that He had created from nothing, and said to them “multiply” 
I will watch over you, that you will not return to nothing, but you should also guard yourselves 
And this day on which I stopped my work, I will bless and make holy in order that all creatures of the world in order that they remember  
That everything was made by my hands, and they should trust and look to me 
On this Sabbath and day of rest, with the Ophanim they will make me glorious  

ʩʰʩʱ ʸʤ ʬʲ ʣʥʤʩ ʲʩʴʥʤʡ ʯʫ ʬʲ, ʥʺʣ ʹʠ ʣʩʸʥʤʬ56 ʥʺʬʢʱ ʭʲʬ57 
ʩʲʩʡʹʤ ʭʥʩʡ ʺʥʡʹʬ ʭʤʬ ʤʥʶ ,ʺʮʤʡʥ ʹʩʠʣʡʲ ʥʥʺʮʠʥ ʥ58 

ʲʮʬʥʹʴʰ ʢʰʲʺʺʥ ʹʴʰʺ ʯ ,ʹʲʮ ʺʲʣʩ ʩ ʣʥʤʢʥ ʥʺʬʣ 
ʭʩʰʣʲʮʡ ʥʤʣʡʫʩ59 ʣʥʤʩ ʺʠ ʪʸʡʩʥ ʯʩʩʥ, ʥʺʷʣʶʥ ʥʣʱʧ ʬʲ 

ʡʤʦʤ ʤʧʥʰʮʤʥ ʯʥʺʡʹʤ ʭʥʩ ,ʺʥʩʧ ʭʲ ʷʥʹʣ60 ʰʥʺʸʡʢ ʬʬʮ61:  
So when God appeared on Mount Sinai, in order to bring down a fiery law to His treasured nation 
He commanded them to rest of the seventh day, every person, with his animal, manservant and maidservant 
In order that his soul will rest and rejoice, with the knowledge of God’s creation and greatness 
You will honor and bless God with good food and wine, for his kindness and good deeds 
On this Sabbath and day of rest, with his holy Hayot we will express His mighty acts. G 
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